
Worship Guide for March 30, 2025 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Let us prepare our hearts for worship. 

Confession and Absolution  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess 
our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  

Silence for self-reflection.  

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father: Most merciful God, we confess that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The live-streaming of New Salem’s worship services is made possible through a generous 
memorial gift from the family of Margaret Carlson. 
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Gathering Hymn   O, Living Breath of God 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Together we pray: God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us 
all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us 
at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Reading of the Word 

First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12 
9 The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And 
so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 

10 While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the 
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11 On the day after the passover, on 
that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12 The 
manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had 
manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 
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Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 32 
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away! 

2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit there is no 
guile! 

3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all day long. 

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was dried up as in the 
heat of summer. 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I said, “I will confess 
my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 

6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; when the 
great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of 
deliverance. 

8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will guide you with 
my eye. 

9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be fitted with bit 
and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 

10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who trust in the 
Lord. 

11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and 
has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world 
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message 
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Gospel Acclamation  Jesus, Remember Me (Sing 2X) 

 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 

3 So he told them this parable: 11b “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ 
So he divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all 
he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute 
living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have 
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But 
when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough 
and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20 So he set off and went to 
his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; 
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put 
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill 
it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
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25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He 
replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 
got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father 
came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 
years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; 
yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because 
this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Worship Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are urgently needed to assist with various Sunday ministries here at New 
Salem! Ushers, readers/Communion assistants, helpers to set up Communion before 
the worship service and tidy up afterward, offering counters (we will train you!), and 
hosts for our coffee fellowship after worship. Sign up as a family or team up with a friend 
or two! 

Signup sheets are available on the back table in the Fellowship Hall. Remember: If no 
one signs up to host coffee fellowship, THERE IS NO COFFEE FELLOWSHIP. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to New Salem - we are blessed to have you worship with us today! 

If you are looking for a church home, please contact Traci 
Schanke in the church office at 218-586-2262 or via email at 
newsalem@paulbunyan.net. If you are a visitor, please sign 
our guest book outside the church office. 

Website: newsalemlutheran.org 
YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN  

mailto:newsalem@paulbunyan.net
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Hymn of the Day  Our Father, We Have Wandered 

 

Prayers of the People 
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.  

Sharing the Peace 

Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Hymn   Let the Vineyards be Fruitful (continues next page) 
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Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Together we pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Sharing Christ’s Meal 

Lent and Easter at New Salem 
Lenten Midweek Services - April 2, 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday, April 13 9:30 a.m./Maundy Thursday, April 17 6:30 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 18 6:30 p.m./Easter Sunday, April 20 9:30 a.m.  
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Communion Hymn #1  Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 

 

 

Support the Missions and Ministries 

of New Salem Electronically! 

Use your phone to scan the QR code 

to the left; it will take you to a secure 

Vanco page where you can quickly and 

easily make your gift! 
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Communion Hymn #2   Amazing Grace 

 

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
Together we pray: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Benediction 
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Sending Hymn   How Can I Keep From Singing? 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders/Assistants

Presiding Clergy: Pastor Terry Hagensen 
Ushers:  
Reader/Communion Assistant:  
Nedyne Gustafson 
Social Media Coordinator: Nora Illies 
 

Setting the Lord’s Table: Sonya & Paul Kraft 
Fellowship Host: Pastor Terry 

       Pianist: Cheryl Durant 
       Cantor/AV Services: Traci Schanke

New Salem Lutheran Church - Terry R. Hagensen, Pastor 
7491 Island View Drive NE, Turtle River, MN 56601 

Office Tel: 218-586-2262/Office Email (Traci Schanke): newsalem@paulbunyan.net 
Website: newsalemlutheran.org 

YouTube Channel: New Salem Lutheran Church, Turtle River, MN 
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February 2025 Income vs Expenses (FINAL) 
Total General Fund Income for Feb: $15,724 Total Expenses for Feb: $14,470 
SURPLUS for Feb: $1,254     3.23.25 General Fund Offering: $4,050 

Attendance/Social Media Engagement (as of 3.27.25) 
March 23 Attendance (in person/online): 43/46  March 26 Attendance: 17/15 
YouTube Views (2025 to date): 604    YouTube Subscribers: 123 

Facebook reach (2025 to date): 26,072 

Announcements for the Week of March 31, 2025 

March Mission Partner – Peoples Church: Please prayerfully consider how you might 
support this important area resource. More information on Peoples Church and its 
programs can be found on page 13 of the worship guide. 

Rummage and Bake Sale April 5: It’s time to start assembling your rummage items - 
Saturday, April 5, is the date for the 2025 Spring Rummage and Bake Sale. Items for the 
sale can be brought to the church starting Sunday, March 30. A signup page for sale 
prep/working at the sale and foam trays/plastic bags for baked goods are available on the 
rear table in the Fellowship Hall. 

Red Geraniums are available for ordering again this year. Flowers may be 

given in honor or memory of a loved one and are to be taken home 

following Easter services. If you would like to order flowers, please 

complete the form on the back table in the Fellowship Hall and put it in 

the envelope/basket provided, or return to the church along with your 

payment by Monday, April 7.  

 

 
April Food Shelf Dates: New Salem will volunteer at the Bemidji Community Food Shelf on 
Friday, April 11, 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. and Monday, April 14 from 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. and 12 
noon – 3:15 p.m. For more information or to sign up as a volunteer, contact Karin Snortland 
at 612-940-7312 or ksnortland5@gmail.com. 

Offering Reminder: Please remember to indicate on your check/offering envelope how you wish 
your gift to be credited. Unmarked offerings/those marked “general” go toward New Salem’s 
annual operating expenses; gifts marked for other entities are credited as such in your giving 
record and sent to those organizations. Thank you for supporting the missions and good works of 
New Salem! 

  

mailto:ksnortland5@gmail.com
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Calendar for the Week of March 30 – April 5 
Sun, 3/30  Table Set Up/Box Hauling  After Worship and Fellowship 

Mon, 3/31  Sorting/Pricing for Rummage Sale 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Tues, 4/1  Sorting/Pricing for Rummage Sale 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Wed, 4/2   Sorting/Pricing for Rummage Sale 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
   Confirmation    4 p.m. 
   Choir      5 p.m. 
   Midweek Lenten Worship  6:30 p.m. 

Thurs, 4/3   Sorting/Pricing for Rummage Sale 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
   Bible Study     9:30 a.m. 

Fri, 4/4  Sorting/Pricing for Rummage Sale 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Sat, 4/5  Working the Rummage/Bake Sale 7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Music Rights/Permissions for March 30, 2025 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service and include the printed music in this 
worship guide has been obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-726224; credits are as 
follows: 

O Living Breath of God – Text: Osvaldo Catena (1920-1986); tr. Gerhard M. Cartford (b. 1923) 
Music: Swedish folk tune/Spanish text © 1979 Editorial Bonum; tr. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 

Jesus, Remember Me – Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community/Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-
1994)/Text and music © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Our Father, We Have Wandered – Text: Kevin Nichols (1929-2006) 
Music: Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612); arr. JS Bach (1685-1750) 
Text © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. 

Let the Vineyards be Fruitful – Music: Richard W. Hillert (b. 1923) 
Text/music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin Augsburg Fortress 

Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling – Text and music: Will L. Thompson (1847-1909) 

Amazing Grace – Text: John Newton (1725-1807); alt. sts. 1-4, anonymous, st. 5 
Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell (1851-1921), alt. 

How Can I Keep from Singing? – Text and music: Robert Lowry (1826-1899) 

Those who sing, pray twice. 
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Sermon Notes/Weekly Assignment 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               


